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The Anzac Legend: Fact
or fiction?

Lesson Map: http:

Engage

How and why do we commemorate Australian WWI servicemen and

servicewomen?

>

Click on the URL above to open the StoryMap. A StoryMap will open, displaying the
title page: The Anzac Legend. Scroll down to get started.

Read through the first section titled Why do we commemorate WWI? Take notes if

required. Stop to discuss as necessary.

As a class, review or brainstorm qualities and characteristics associated with the
Anzac Legend. [Qualities/characteristics include: fearless, brave, courageous, fierce
and dominating fighters, loyal to country, loyal to their mates (mateship), sacrificial
and selfless, innovative, not afraid to question authority, laid back, sense of humour
even when the going gets tough, larrikin nature, sense of determination and

perseverance etc.]

Consider what you know about the qualities of an Anzac soldier. What parallels can
you draw between these qualities and Australian culture? Provide some examples.
[Answers will vary e.g. Australians appear to be very proud of their colloquial
language — g’day, barbie, ankle biter etc. —and this is an example of innovation,
humour and a larrikin nature ingrained in ‘Aussie’ culture. Australians also appear to
consider themselves fierce and competitive fighters and this is seen in the sporting
arena; Australia is very successful in international levels of sport like cricket, the

Olympics, etc. and do very well despite a relatively small population.]

Read through the next section titled How do we commemorate WWI soldiers? Take

notes if required. Stop to discuss as necessary.

Explore

Defining the Anzac Legend as evident in WWI servicemen

>

Scroll down to the next sections titled John Simpson Kirkpatrick and Albert Jacka.

Take notes if required. Stop to discuss as necessary.

Download student worksheet
here.

Time
Approximately 2 x 45-minute lessons

Activity

Investigate Australia’s
commemoration of WWI and the
significance of the Anzac Legend

Learning Outcome

Students will be able to:

e Examine Australia’s
commemoration of World War |,
including debates about the nature
and significance of the Anzac
Legend

e C(Create a historical argument in
response to a statement

o Identify the origin, purpose and
context of primary and secondary
sources

e Evaluate the reliability and
usefulness of primary and
secondary sources

ACARA Curriculum Link

Year 9 History: World War | (1914-
1918)

ACDSEHO021 | ACDSEHO095 |
ACDSEHO097 | ACHHS164 | ACHHS165
| ACHHS169 | ACHHS170 | ACHHS171

ACHHS172

Teacher Feedback:

To share your feedback on this, or any
Spatial Activity, please contact
education@esriaustralia.com.au



http://esriaustralia.com.au/education/SpatialActivity75
https://gis-for-schools.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/f60e62e7f0ec44c29b9a89afc9cd6b65/data
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/humanities-and-social-sciences/history/?year=12320&strand=Historical+Knowledge+and+Understanding&strand=Historical+Skills&capability=ignore&capability=Literacy&capability=Numeracy&capability=Information+and+Communication+Technology+%28ICT%29+Capability&capability=Critical+and+Creative+Thinking&capability=Personal+and+Social+Capability&capability=Ethical+Understanding&capability=Intercultural+Understanding&priority=ignore&priority=Aboriginal+and+Torres+Strait+Islander+Histories+and+Cultures&priority=Asia+and+Australia%E2%80%99s+Engagement+with+Asia&priority=Sustainability&elaborations=true&elaborations=false&scotterms=false&isFirstPageLoad=false
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? Asyou read through the information on John Simpson Kirkpatrick and Albert Jacka,
identify characteristics that each man displays that appear to be synonymous with
the qualities of an Anzac by completing the table below. Ensure you find a
supporting quote in the text to support the characteristics you identify. Note: not all

characteristics will be evident in each excerpt.

Anzac John Simpson Kirkpatrick Albert Jacka

characteristic

/ quality

Bravery or Would escort wounded to “For these efforts, and his “most

courage safety despite being vulnerable | conspicuous bravery”, he was

to enemy sniper fire awarded Australia’s first Victoria

Cross in WWI”

Fearless “He then held the trench for the rest

demeanor of the night until Allied
reinforcements arrived.”

Fierce and “Single-handedly killed seven

dominating Turkish soldiers”

fighters

Sense of loyalty “Albert Jacka enlisted in the AIF in

to country September 1914,” showing his sense
of duty and loyalty to country.
Sense of “Simpson would rescue “..freed a group of recently
mateship wounded men, transporting captured Australians” despite
them...to safety” suffering severe wounds as a result.
Sacrificial / “enlisted in the 3™ Field “..freed a group of recently
selfless Ambulance, Australian Army captured Australians” despite

Medical Corps” to help save suffering severe wounds as a result
others despite added risk to

himself.

Sense of humour
/ laid back /
larrikin attitude

Sense of “Albert Jacka was severely wounded
determination / ...at Pozieres in 1916, and ... in 1917
perseverance after being hit by a sniper’s bullet.

This didn’t stop him from returning
to the front after both occasions.”

[Teacher’s note: quotes can be used to highlight multiple Anzac qualities.]

? What effect do you think Albert Jacka’s story would have had on Australians back at

home during the war? [The daring and courageous actions of Albert Jacka at

Gallipoli, and later the Western Front, would most likely have created a national

sense of pride for Australians. It may have also contributed to an increase in

enthusiasm for participation in the war, which would drive enlistment and support.]

? How do you think Albert Jacka’s actions would influence enlistment in Australia?

What groups would be most heavily influenced? Refer to the enlistment poster as

evidence in your response. [Albert Jacka’s exploits most likely resulted in an
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increased enthusiasm to enlist for military service as his actions garnered a sense of
national pride but also generated personal glory and set him up as a national hero.
The opportunity to potentially replicate Jacka’s exploits and gain national glory and
hero-status would be highly appealing to male youth and young men. This is
reinforced in the enlistment poster, where young men are depicted as pausing in

their sporting and leisure activities to turn and admire Lieutenant Jacka VC.]

Explain
The Anzac Legend: fact or fiction?

> Scroll down to the next section titled The Anzac Legend: fact or fiction? Read the

information. Take notes if required. Stop to discuss as necessary.

? Explore the sources [6 sources + an extension source] in the slideshow on the
StoryMap. Click on the button to download the ‘Source Analysis table’. You can also
download the source analysis table here. Complete the source analysis table either

individually or as a class depending on your teacher’s instructions. You will need to:

e  Determine the type and creator of each source

e  Evaluate the reliability and accuracy of each source

e I|dentify the perspective of the source

e |dentify quotes that refer to values contained in the Anzac Legend

e  Determine whether the source considers the Anzac Legend factual, fictional or
both.

Note to teachers: Teachers can access the source analysis table with teacher
answers in the appendix of this document. The first source has been completed as

an example for students to follow.

Extend
Australian actions on the Western Front cemented the Anzac Legend

> Scroll down to the next section titled /In summary... Read the information. Take notes

if required. Stop to discuss as necessary.

? Extension activity option: Put forward a historical argument that responds directly

to the statement below:

The Anzac Legend, and the values it perpetuates, lay more in the realm of exaggerated

fiction than fact.

In your response, refer to two sources you have analysed in the StoryMap as evidence to


https://gis-for-schools.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/695dad632cb64fdca1a26389eaf713d6/data

@esri Australia

support your argument. [Answers will vary. Model response below]

The Anzac Legend, and the values it perpetuates, lay more in the realm of exaggerated

fiction than fact.

Although the Anzac Legend has been exaggerated, values like courage, endurance,
sacrifice and mateship are evident in the actions of Anzac soldiers in WWI, clearly
demonstrating that the Anzac Legend is ultimately factual. The actions of Australian
troops, like Simpson and Jacka, were often reported back to Australia in glowing
reports that displayed a clear prejudice in favour of the way they conducted
themselves. This most likely stemmed from motives including a national pride in
Australia’s soldiers or the need to boost morale, support and enlistment on the home
front. This exaggeration and prejudice is clearly displayed in official war
correspondent Charles Bean’s embellishment of Simpson’s bravery, demeanor and
worth: “When...many others thought it wiser to duck for cover, the man with the
donkey calmly went his way...The commander of this section...told me that the man
with the donkey had been worth a hundred men to him.” Instances of these
embellished and prejudiced reports of fearless demeanors, bravery and sacrifice lie in
other sources like the Gallipoli letter written by journalist Keith Murdoch. However,
despite these exaggerated accounts of Anzac values, one thing remains true;
Australian and New Zealand soldiers did demonstrate courage, endurance, sacrifice
and mateship daily during the war. These values are evident in the very first landing
of the Gallipoli campaign as, “Australians fought courageously to capture a narrow
strip of land at Anzac Cove. Thousands died overcoming fierce enemy resistance”
(Shrine or Remembrance, 2013). It is unquestionable that although these men would
have been scared, they demonstrated a stoic courage and tenacity to capture the
beach at Anzac Cove and the surrounding ridgelines despite a hefty cost to human
life. Ultimately, this courage, sacrifice and endurance is corroborated and best
reflected in the statistics of Australian service in WWI; almost 10% of Australia’s
population served in war, 60,000 were killed and a further 156,000 were wounded,
gassed or taken prisoner (Australian War Memorial, 2020). Even though sources
sometimes exaggerate the feats of the Anzac soldier, these exaggerations are clearly
established in fact, as evident in the courageous actions of both notable individuals,

as well as, the common Australian or New Zealand soldier.
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Next Steps

Request a free ArcGlIS Online Account for your school

Australian schools can request a free ArcGlIS Online account as part of Esri

Australia’s Classroom GIS Initiative. A school subscription provides additional

map layers, content, features and privacy.

Learn more about ArcGIS Online, and apply for your ArcGIS Online School

subscription at htt
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